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MEDIA RELEASE

CELEBRATION OPENING

HOPE @ Beam - A sculptural installation by Abu Jafar
Wednesday 28 July 2010, 5:00pm to 6:00pm 

The Orangery, Back Lane, Wakefield WF1 2TG

As part of Wakefield’s Summer of Culture 2010, Beam is delighted to exhibit the work of Wakefield-based artist & sculptor, Abu Jafar at Beam.

Located in the grounds of Beam’s headquarters at the Orangery, this sculptural installation reflects Jafar’s response to the unique Grade II* listed site and the changing urban landscape around it, specifically the new Merchant Gate scheme. The work encourages the visitor to explore and appreciate the site in a new way.
‘HOPE’ also provides a delightful opportunity for Beam to connect to our neighbours at The Art House, where Jafar currently has a studio base.

Beam will be hosting a Celebration Opening, Wednesday 28th July, here at The Orangery.  This event will coincide with the successful Wakefield Artwalk and all visitors are welcome!
5:00 pm
Arrival & Refreshments

5:30 pm
Guest Speaker:

Mary Creagh – Labour Member of Parliament for Wakefield

5:45 pm
Press & Media – Photo Opportunity with Abu Jafar

6:00 pm
Beam Gallery & The Orangery Garden open for

Wakefield Artwalk

9:00 pm
Close

Artist’s Statement:

“HOPE@Beam is about celebrating our ever-changing curiosity of mind and symbolises the beauty that keeps us in wonder with every step we take and at every angle we look. It is the endless journey to find a betterment of our unknown needs.  I mean the journey on which we are going through our hopes and visions, each day creating a new chapter and looking forward to seeing something more that is undisclosed.” (Abu Jafar)

Executive Director, Robert Powell, Beam:

“Things are really beginning to stir in Wakefield’s cultural scene now. It’s a great pleasure for us to present Abu Jafar’s work ‘Hope’ in our wonderful Orangery gardens over the summer. The work creates a sort of ‘dialogue’ with the space and its surroundings. We hope that through it people will be able to explore and enjoy the Orangery as part of Wakefield’s first-ever ‘Summer of Culture’. We’re also very pleased to extend our links to the Art House, another key cultural organisation in the city centre.”

For further information please contact:

Jill Kelly, Manager – Public Realm Projects, Beam

jill@beam.uk.net 01924 215550

EDITOR’S NOTES

HOPE@Beam is open to the public:

5th July - 8th October 2010

Monday - Friday

9:30 am - 4:30 pm

Also open Saturday 24th July and some other Saturdays

Phone 01924 215550 to confirm

Admission Free

Abu Jafar is a leading visual artist and philosopher of the arts. Jafar takes his inspiration from psychology, philosophy, and classical music as well as day-to-day human existence.  By producing art that is far from traditional, he is actively attempting to shatter staid ideas of the past regarding art. His art is the synthesis of colour, element and presentation twisted into unusual form.  Jafar is an Associate Member of the Royal British Society of Sculptors.  He currently has a studio base at The Art House in Wakefield.  Please visit http://www.abujafar.com/home.htm 

Beam is a company dedicated to the imaginative understanding and improvement of the public realm – our urban and rural streets, buildings, parks, housing estates and public spaces.  Beam operates locally, regionally, and nationally. We offer professional services and programmes in education and training, project management, consultancy & research, public art in all media, and conferencing. Our team of skilled staff and associates works closely with architects, community leaders, developers, planners, artists and other professionals from the fields of health, culture, regeneration, education, and heritage.  At Beam we believe in an integrated approach to regeneration. We put creative thinking, collaborative learning, and the engagement of stakeholders at the heart of everything we do.  Please visit http://www.beam.uk.net/ 

For further information about The Art House please visit http://www.the-arthouse.org.uk/
For further information about Wakefield Artwalk please visit http://www.artwalk.org.uk/ 
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